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To the moſt honourable the Lords and Commons in Parliament aſſembled : The humble Declaration 
s. and Perition of Major Geo. Wither. : 


f Hm, © a prayer of this length," is not uſually preferred to. your Honours, let it neverthelefſe appeare, for this once, excuſable, in regard, the hardſhip of bearing, what occaſi- 
ons this tediouſneſle, to exercize your patignce in hearing, may perhaps, merit the more compaſſion. | | 
Tour ſaid Petitioner, having long and patiently waited when the Publike-Afﬀaires, wonld afford leaſnre to redrefſſe his private-grievances ; and, then, perceiving his many ſufferings, to be almoſt 
paſt remedy ; hu family nigh 4:ſtrojed ; his lite declining to the grave, and his juſt expeftations every day further off then before ; he began to conſider, that, charity to himſelfe, being the rule of . 
regulating bis love to others, ought not to be infringed; that workes of jultice and mercy, ſhould at no time be negletted, or ſcem impertinent ; that, a generall-well-being & not poſſible where 
particulars 4d Individuals, (whereof a Generality confifteth) are needleſly _—_— to deſtruttion ; and, that, no man is bound, filently,to ſafer in,or for, that Common-wealth, whichss ſo unequall 
#: her Diſtributions, as rot to admmiſter, equally,deſerved rewards and punt ments, to her own Members; much leſſe, when ſhe will find Times to heare ; Bread to feed; and Bowells to compa 74 
nate her malitious Deltroyers ; 4:4, yet, hath nextheMLeiſure, nor Food, or Pitic for them, who thought nothing tco precious, to be hazzarded for her Preſervation : eAnd, your ſaid Petitioner 
thereupon intended to expreſſe his Grievances, publikely, at large, and in ſuch manner, as an unſuffgxable Oppretlion, joyned with Deſperation of reliefe , might ſcem to require. But, havin 
ſommwhat renewed his loft hopes, by diſcovering Symptomes of yorr removing thoſe Obſtruftions, of juſtice and mercy, which of late, eclipſed the honour of he) Parliament, fruſtrated the endea- 
vours of her beſt affected Members, and oppreſſed her moſt faithfull Servants ; he hath now changed his purpoſe; and humbly offers unto this high Court, an occaſion of performing an A of 
Juſtice, aud a Work of Marcy, by imploring your favourable anſwer to his following Declaration and Petition z conceiving, it ſhall be a thing atceptable to God, honourable to the Parliament, 
and an Omen of a generall mercy ro this Kingdome. Motives, to procure his humble Suit, he could alledge too many, to be here added ; and, ſame of them are ſuch, that, ont of reverence to 
the honour of this Nation, he will not onenly mention them, whilſt he kath any hopes of reareſſe : eAva, yet, leaſt the concealing of all, may render hnm,and his neccſſities,iaconfiderable, till his de. 
{truion be irrecoverable, he humbly offers theſe that follow : | | | | 
\ - _ T, Thar, your ſaid Petitioner hath'not onely given publiketeſtimmonies of his love to this Common-wealth, many years before this Parliament,or Army,appeaxed againſt her Oppreſſors, 

' andhathcontinued conſtant to this Parliament , everlince it began, notwithſtanding many Provocations , occalioned by malignant Members : Bur , was the firſt alſo, (though without 
any particular encouragement) who, in thoſe parts where he lived, contributed his goods, ang ingaged his perſon, for the P#blike-ſafery : And , that, he having frequent ſolicitations, 
and large offers from the contrary Party, did nevertheleſle proceed, and disburſe,yolunrarilygput of his owne eſtate and credit, aboye 700.1, in your greateſt need; for which, he muſt pay 
zntereZ, untill the principall is diſcharged ; and, for part of which money (the ſame havingalready been owing above four yeares, he is now a Priſoner in the Gate-houſe, to his Ao 
charge and diſgrace, who was never a Priſoner for any debt of his owne. þ | | | 
' 2, Thar, in the beginning of this warre, he was by ſpecial! Order, plundered by the X ing8Forces ; and that, the konourable Houſe of Commons, being certified, by an Tnwentorie teſtify- 
ing, under the hands of ſixteen perſons, that this Petitioners damages (as hath been fince alſo averred by ſeverall Oaths) amounted to above 2000.1.did thereupon,by their Order, of the: 
19. of ' Febrwary, 1642. charitably, authorize your ſaid Petitioners repaire the ſaid dammages, out of the eſtates of his Planderers, and other Delinquents. 

3. Thar, your ſaid Petitioner, with humble thankfulneſle, and with due reſpe&t to the hanour of the Par/iament, endeavoured to execute the ſaid Order ; But, ſo diſcountenanced 
was he therein, Delinquezts, ſo impudently befriended, and the ſaid Orderſo fleighted; charge could not; thereby, recover halfe ſo much as the Intereſt of his principall damages, (as by 
* efccompts upon Oath, and by Inventories of the particulars apprized, by ſ\worne Apprizergit doth, and may appeare) and, thart,inſtead of the Repaire intended by the ſaidOrder, he is 
* "ingaged into ſo many troubles and ſuits, by ſeeking to execute the ſame ; that, he whp had never before one Sit in Law, hath now five ſuits, unjuſtly occaſioned, meerly, by the ſaid. 
Order, to his intolerablecharge and vexation. EEE; 7 hs | 
4. That, by being plundered as aforeſaid, he hath now been deprived almoſt five jeares both of his Srock,, and of an Imployment : wherey he cleared, and might probably have clea- 
- wed, for ſixteen yeares then to come, above 400.1. per annum, toward his micritenaniyy Rad the advance of his Eftate, over and above all Rents and charges : And, that, by looſing the ſaid 
3 415 dre ng ent in your Service ; and by the Oppreſſions ſuſtained in ſeeking relig, by meanes of the foreſaid Order, this Petitioner, hath not onely loſt ſo much yearely profit ; 
-- bur, hathbeen thereby, compelled alſo, to borrow almoſt halfe ſo ”Acpmga aine his | 
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| 5« That, there is likewiſe due to this Petitioner (as appeares by his Accompts ſtated" ind 
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preſent condition, Except by the diſtr aftions and confuſions of this Kingdome, which, are epitomized in his : For, theſe /;nes containe not the #5the, of what, he can, and will further alledge,as 
motives' of your commilſeration, if there be cauſe. | | 
© In conſideration, therefore, of what is already expreſſed ; and in regard your ſaid Petitioner hath now been wheeled about, 5», and by References, and Committees, nigh foure years, as 
aforeſaid, withour other effeR, ſave increaſe of ſcandalls, coſt and troubles, which are;likly to out-laſt the nigh expired terme of his life ; and, whereby he is now diſabled to toile 
.any longer in thoſe Labyrinths, which have made wiſer men giddie, and ſome of them »wad, both to the publike ſcandal, and their owne deftru&ion ; he humbly beſeecheth your 
 Honowrs, to ſet a period to his troubles; and not to expoſe him to thoſe deſperate courſes, or expreſſions, which others have imprudently fallen upon, in /eſſ-/afferable extremitigs, 
to- the diſhonor of the Parliament, to the loſſe of the peoples affeRtions thereanto, the prolonging of the generall calamity, and to the hazzarding of all our happineſle. Be 
- pleaſed, for preventing the ruine of his #»nocent children ; che making of him a ſcorne to his Foes; a ſhame to the Nation; and a burthen to this Commor-wealth, (whereto he might 
- perhaps, be ſome way as ſerviceable, as many others, who have betterthrived, by her undoing) to vouchſafe him, ſome part of thoſe great ſums, whereof others have ſhared : yea, 
or your owne honours ſake, be pleaſed, according to the ancient Faftice, and Clemency, of Engliſh Parliaments,and the many Religions Proteſtations made at the beginning of this, 
xo take,his necelities and faithfulneſſe,into your ſpeedy and ſerious conſideration ; and vouchſafe, that the money due to him for hisRepaires, Diſburſements, and his Arrears (the 
+ price of his blood) may be forthwith paid ; or, ar leaſt, ſo much thergof, as may diſcharge his ingagements for thi publike; being about 1400. |. and ſo much more,alſo, as may, once 
© -  again,pur him into ſome #mployment,for his ſubliltance, before, thar, which he harh in hope, be quite waſted, by V/zry, or his life, by time. And, be likewiſe pleaſed, to grant, that, the 
+.” *. payment of the remainder, may be ſecured by an Ordinance, with intereſt for the ſame, untill the principat ſhall be diſcharged ; or elſe, that in lieu of ſuch /ztereft, ſome /mployment, . 
ts Fir he be thought worthy or capable of any, in this Kingdome) may be conferred upon him, whereby, without charge to the Srate, his Family may be fed, and his children edu- 
cared, the meane while, by hisowne labours. Herein, your #5/dome ſhall do an a of 7»ſtice, and a work of CHercy; which, as this Peritioner 1s perſwaded, ſhall be improved to a 
'- bleſſing; redound as much to-your honour, as, a free boxnty, of greater ſums,conferred ; give good contentment to all the well-affetted, who ſhall heare thereof ; enable this Pe- 
©  x3tioner, to perform ſome futufe ſervice, not altogether unworthy the deſired favour ; and make the whole Kingdome hopefull, that,thoſe are, or,ſhall, ſuddenly (according to the 
*—- SEn& 1 delire) be purged out of both Houſes, Ss. have been the obſtruc&ers of Jultice, and the prolongers of our preſent miſeries. Howſoever it ſhall ſucceed, your ſaid Petitioner. 
will indeavour to reſt contentedwith Gods good pleaſure; to wait his leiſure, as paticntly as he can ; and, to.pray for this Parliament, as in duty he is bound, : 
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